


GRISTON PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Clerk & RFO: Sarah Brookes		Email: clerk@griston-pc.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Griston Parish Council meeting held at GFSL Boardroom, HMP Wayland, Thompson Road, Griston, Thetford, IP25 6RL on Tuesday 8th September at 7:00pm


In attendance: Councillors Shane Barber (Chair), John Heath (Vice-Chair), Bridget Park, Katrina Heath.
Parish Clerk & RFO: Sarah Brookes
Members of the public: 6

1. Apologies for absence
a. None received.
2. Pecuniary interest or seek dispensations.
a. None declared.
3. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2026 were APPROVED as a true and correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.
4. Matters arising from previous minutes, and consider any further actions.
a. Councillor Vacancies – it was noted that following discussions from the previous meeting, new notices had been placed on existing noticeboards and in The Waylander to advertise current vacancies. Furthermore, it was AGREED that Cllr S Barber would investigate the possibility of a replacement noticeboard at the old Edwards News shop.  
5. Public Participation 
a. County Councillor Jack White. An update on county-wide matters was received via email for August and September. A summary of key issues was presented by Cllr S. Barber. 
b. District Councillor Phil Cowen. An in-person report was provided covering key updates on local issues. 
c. Members of the Public. A Director of X-Form Engineering Ltd provided an update regarding forthcoming works at Coughtrey Trading Estate and requested feedback on potential mitigations to disruption. It was stated that the purpose of the visit was to improve communication and relationships with the local community. It was agreed that the Parish Council would be provided with a construction schedule and a site waste management plan. 
6. Planning 
a. National Scheme of Delegation. The Council noted the introduction of a National Scheme of Delegation for planning applications. Concerns were highlighted regarding the potential impact on the Parish Council’s role as a consultee particularly on schedule 1 applications. It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would write to Breckland Council to express concerns regarding the proposed changes and to provide a copy to the local MP. Clerk to draft and send response. 
b. Consultee responses to planning applications received from Breckland District Council prior to the meeting date.
i. Planning Consultation: PL/2026/1147/PIP - Greenacres, Church Road, Griston, IP25 6QA. It was noted that the Parish Council had previously objected to the application due to concerns regarding traffic visibility. Following further investigation by Cllrs J. Heath and S. Barber, the visibility concerns were not found to warrant a further objection. It was AGREED that the Councillors supported the application and that no objection was necessary.
ii. Notification of planning appeal: 6014095 - Land of Caston Road, Griston, IP25 6QD. No decision required.
c. Notification of decisions taken by Breckland District Council.
i. None received.
d. Coughtrey Trading Estate.
i. An update was received from Cllr J Heath on matters relating to Coughtrey Trading Estate, noting that noise/odour monitoring monthly reporting is ongoing. It was AGREED that the Clerk would submit the latest reports to Breckland Council. It was noted that waste wood continues to be disposed of at the site entrance. The business owner, who was present at the meeting, explained that the current practice arose following requests from members of the public for wood. He confirmed willingness for existing waste to be moved and to change the practice going forward.   
e. Neighbourhood Plan. No update available. It was AGREED to defer the item to the October meeting. 
7. Correspondence
a. The Waylander. Councillors considered items to include in the next submission. These included Councillor vacancies and Reg 19 consultation.
b. Griston North Ward. The Council noted that no further update was available. Cllr P. Cowen, who was present at the meeting, agreed to raise the issue the issue with the relevant parties with a view of re-opening discussions regarding a proposed noticeboard in the Griston North area.  
c. Breckland District Council. No update available.
d. HMP Wayland. It was noted that the T60 frame construction was complete. Councillors raised concerns about visibility and the height of floodlights. It was AGREED that Cllr S Barber would raise these concerns at a future meeting with HMP Wayland representatives. 
8. Financial Update
a. An up-to-date Bank Reconciliation (Fig.1), and Accounts Update were received. It was noted that a bank reconciliation for August would be withheld until the next meeting due to outstanding clarification on a receipt. Cllr S. Barber provided further detail on the accounts update with an order book summary. It was AGREED that this should become a standing agenda item. 
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Figure 1 - Bank Reconciliation Overview

b. Unity Trust Bank Savings Account. The Council RESOLVED to open an additional savings account for the purpose of ring-fencing grant funding, and authorised the Clerk to complete and submit an online application.  
c. The payments and receipts, as presented, were APPROVED by the Council. 

	Company/Recipient
	Description of Payments
	Net 
	Vat
	Gross

	Andrew Balls
	Tree Felling
	£450.00
	-
	£450.00

	Sarah Brookes
	Month 5 Salary
	£503.04
	-
	£503.04

	Sarah Brookes
	Month 4 Salary
	£425.44
	-
	£425.44

	HMRC
	PAYE Tax/NI Month 5
	£157.35
	-
	£157.35

	HMRC
	PAYE Tax/NI Month 4
	£123.63
	-
	£123.63

	NPower
	Electricity 1/7/26 – 31/7/26
	£63.74
	£3.19
	£66.93

	Unity
	Service Charge 31.07.26
	£7.00
	-
	£7.00

	Unity
	Service Charge 31.08.26
	£7.00
	-
	£7.00

	TTSR
	Grounds Maintenance 3 of 4
	£773.57
	£154.71
	£928.28

	Amazon
	Expense to JH for bin bags
	£15.98
	-
	£15.98

	Play Inspection Company
	Combined cost for Accompanied Site Visit
	£148.50
	£29.70
	£178.20



9. Policies and administration
a. Policy Update. 
i. Updated Policies. The following amended policies were APPROVED: 007 – Complaints.
ii. Draft Investment Strategy. The Clerk presented a draft investment strategy. It was AGREED that councillors would read and consider feedback for the next meeting.
b. AGAR 2025/26. 
i. It was noted that the AGAR was still under review and that completion of audit documents were anticipated within a few days.  
ii. It was noted that there were outstanding queries related to the asset register. It was AGREED that Cllrs S. Barber and J. Heath would locate and photograph council assets.
10. Village Matters
a. Griston Hub Questionnaire. It was noted that Cllr S. Barber had attended a presentation of the Griston Hub Questionnaire results held by the Griston Hub Steering Group at the church. The steering group project manager, who was present at the meeting, provided an update on the next steps and agreed to provide updates to the Parish Council as the project progresses. 
b. Playground Update.
i. Playground Inspections. It was noted that existing damage to the aerial runway had worsened but that no action was necessary at present. It was further noted that hedge cutting had been completed but that the contractor had left a gate open over a lunch period. Clerk to notify contractor of security requirements for future work.   
ii. Funding Applications. It was noted that the funding application to the National Lottery Community Fund for part-funding of the 4-metre climbing mast remained outstanding. 
iii. Annual Playground Inspection. Councillors received an update on the outcome of the accompanied site visit and annual inspection (attended by Cllr S. Barber). It was noted that no issues were identified which required urgent or immediate action. Councillors considered the recommendations of the report and noted that replacement equipment would need to be considered within the 2026/27 budget review and potential sources of additional funding explored i.e. Breckland Council. 
iv. Tree Felling. It was noted that an ash tree had been felled due to safety concerns. The final cost of £450.00 was confirmed and APPROVED.
v. Cracked Timber. Councillors considered potential trial remedies for repairing cracked timber on playground equipment. Following discussions during the accompanied site visit, Cllr S. Barber suggested using Gripfill to strengthen the timber. It was RESOLVED for Cllr S. Barber to go ahead with this method within a budget of £50 for materials. 
c. Streetlighting LED Replacement and Maintenance. Councillors received an update on the tender process for replacement LED street lighting and maintenance contract. It was noted that three suppliers had been invited to tender and that two had responded. It was AGREED that the two responses would be assessed and discussed at the next meeting.
d. Parking Signage. It was AGREED to defer this item to the October meeting.
e. Bus Services. 
i. Councillors considered a request for feedback on the No. 62 bus service from Central Connect. It was AGREED that the Clerk would collate feedback into a response and send. 
ii. Councillors considered the route of the No. 62 bus service and placement of the current bus stop. It was RESOLVED to make a representation to Central Connect, requesting that the service run through the village as a permanent fixture, stopping at the church for the benefit of both school children and all other residents. Councillors considered the implications of this request and it was AGREED that Cllrs S. Barber and J. Heath would investigate potential areas for an additional bus stop if necessary. 
f. Asset Storage. Storage needs for Parish Council assets and potential locations for a storage container were considered. It was AGREED that current assets would be located and assessed in terms of size and volume to determine the appropriate storage needs. 
g. Highways Issues. 
i. A1075/Thompson Road Junction. It was noted that Councillors had met with representatives from Highways to discuss road safety issues and to observe traffic at the Thompson Road junction. Potential short and long-term solutions were suggested, including a feasibility study.
ii. Parish Partnership Scheme 2027/28. Councillors considered the invitation to bid for the Parish Partnership Scheme 2027/28. Following a proposal by Cllr S. Barber, it was RESOLVED to submit an application for the part-payment of a feasibility study.
iii. Thompson Road Visibility Splay. Councillors considered visibility issues caused by an overgrown splay on Thompson Road with photographic evidence supplied by Cllr B. Park. It was AGREED that the issue would be reported on the Highways portal. 
h. Manor Road Grit bin. Councillors received an update on the proposed placement of a grit bin. It was AGREED that Cllr Barber would approach Wates to seek their involvement in carrying out the works, including the installation of concrete pads.
i. Glass Recycling Bin Relocation. It was noted that the bin had been removed from Manor Road by URM as requested.
j. Sensory Garden. 
i. Following a call for expressions of interest in establishing a working party to maintain a potential sensory garden, it was noted that a local resident had supplied the Clerk with approximately 24 names as previously agreed.  
ii. Having established that there is potential interest in a working party, it was AGREED that the Clerk would draw up terms of reference for a “sensory garden club”. It was RESOLVED that the proposal for a sensory garden is to remain open. As such, it was requested that all interested members of the public contact the Clerk directly to confirm their interest in participating. 
k. SAM2 Speed Awareness Monitor. An update was received on the speed indicator device. No decisions necessary. 
11. Council Scheduling and Events
a. Meeting Dates. It was noted that proposed meeting dates for 2027 had been circulated by email. Due to outstanding queries on certain dates and time constraints, it was AGREED to defer this item to the next agenda. 
b. NPTS Autumn Seminar. It was AGREED that the Clerk and Cllr S. Barber would attend the upcoming NPTS Autumn Seminar in-person at a cost of £56.00 each. Clerk to book attendance.
12. Public Participation (10 minutes) 
a. Members of the public were invited to participate. No further actions arose from discussion. 
13. Items suggested for the next agenda
During the course of the meeting, the following items were suggested for the next agenda: 
· Carriageway patching
· End of year spend projection
· Noticeboard replacement
14. Staffing
a. Councillors noted the 2026/27 National Joint Council (NJC) pay award increase of 3.3%. 
b. Arrears from the pay increase were authorised for payment. 
c. All further issues deferred to the following meeting. 

The meeting closed at 21.08.

Signed: 					Dated:
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Prepared by: Sarah Brookes

Balance per bank statements as at 1st April 2026

Unity Account 20447685
Unity Account 20447698
Bank Balance @ 1st April 2026

Add Cashbook Receipts
Minus Cashbook Payments
Cashbook Balance at 23rd August 2026

Plus Payments not yet processed
Minus Receipts not yet processed

Unity Account CUR 20447685
Unity Account DEP 20447698
Bank Balance @ 31st July 2026

Difference between cashbook and bank statement

Date: 23/08/26

£ 1,180.63
£ 27,520.31
£28,700.94
£ 20,126.92
£ 9,763.05
£39,064.81
£ 3,948.45
£ -
£43,013.26
£ 15,359.16
£ 27,654.10
£43,013.26
£ -





